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OPPORTUNITIES

NEEDS, WANTS, & DREAMS

The words above apply to our personal lives as well as our

community lives. We all struggle sometimes with what is
actually needed in our lives, what is wanted and what dreams
and visions we have for our future. We have the same questions

in county government.

In our personal situations we need shelter, food, clothing,
a source of income, transportation, safe environment,
meaningful relationships, medical assistance, etc. We want
much more. Better shelter, better food, nicer clothing, better
jobs, nicer or multiple cars, a boat, more jewelry-- the list can
go on forever. Our dreams or vision for the future may include
retirement, with lots of the wants, a great education for our
children, means to spoil our grandchildren, little or lots to do,

and freedom to explore new places and/or things.

In county government our needs take a little different scope.
Our number one need is public safety. Without feeling
safe,the needs and wants of our citizens suffer and there is
little vision for the future. We also need to provide adequate
means of transportation, good roads, traffic control, and ease
of mobility. We want the public to have recreational activities,
cultural activities, entertainment, and a sense of well-being or
higher quality of life. Funds for our needs and many of our
wants have been met through the approval of our SPLOST
programs by our citizens.

The dreams and vision of a county usually depend on the
people in office and the input from the population. | have
been very fortunate in the past thirteen years, to realize many
of my particular dreams for our county. A new and better fire
department with many new stations and equipment; a great
system of libraries, a county-wide no-smoking ordinance;
additional sports opportunities and facilities for our youth;
a new animal services facility; a new health department;
illuminated street signs; an Exhibition Center; a world class
public park, playground, and dog park; the groundwork for our
own hospital, and an Evans downtown concept that includes a

large cultural center.

Our recently completed “Vision 2035” for Columbia County

indicates that our citizens desire expanded infrastructure,
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higher quality construction and neighborhood amenities,
enhanced recreation opportunities, greater conservation plans,
more parks, greenways and bike paths, greater economic
development, and more master planning. In essence, what
we would like to be is a model county comparable to places
such as Hilton Head, SC, Peachtree City, GA, Scottsdale, AZ,
Summerville, SC, Greenville, SC, and several others. This is

also the vision of the County Commission.

In researching the above cities and some of our benchmark
counties, we discovered that they all seem to have three
things in common: They all have expanded public facilities,
parks, greenways and greenspace, bike and golf cart paths,
facilities for concert and cultural activities, and other “Quality
of Life" features. Secondly, they all have very strict regulations
pertaining to housing and commercial development. They
have very strict sign ordinances and public display rules. Thirdly,
they all have tax rates much higher than Columbia County. |
assume you would expect that since all of the amenities they

have must have a funding source.

We have recently begun to tighten our housing regulations and
thanks to our citizens, our SPLOST program beginning in 2017
has monies for our portion of a new hospital. Unfortunately,
however, we will have very little improvements and expansion
for our parks and recreation facilities if the hospital becomes
a reality. We have funds for a cultural center that has been
determined to be too small to really meet our growing needs.
We also have funds to complete some projects such as the
Justice Center expansion and two public safety projects for the
Sheriff that funds were not available in the previous SPLOST
because of the recession. Unfortunately, our revenue sources,
property taxes and sales taxes, have not continued the growth
pattern of years prior to the recession. Our needs are well
covered, we have the required surplus to maintain our AAA
bond rating and our budget is balanced with no tax increase.
SPLOST and TIA (T-SPLOST) are providing our road expansion
needs, and we are really in good financial shape. Our wants
are being met, but not as rapidly as we would like. My concern
is that our dreams and vision for the future may be on hold for

a while without additional funding.
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Well, you are saying here it comes...a huge tax increase.
Nope. To raise property tax is out of the question. We, as a
government, can do that, but | will not vote for it. So, if we
want to move faster to realize our goals in “Vision 2035",
what do we do? We simply ask our citizens, in the form of a
referendum, if they would like to accelerate our dreams and
vision for the future with funding for a specific list of “Quality
of Life” improvements geared to the citizen input for “Vision
2035".

During the recession beginning in late 2008 Columbia County
government reduced property taxes in three separate years
to benefit our homeowners during the lean years. These
reductions amounted to over 10 percent of the county
portion of the property taxes. For that same amount we
could provide for 50 million dollars of county enhancements.
This would accelerate our visions by twenty or more years.
Several new parks comparable to Evans Towne Center Park,
parking structures for the new Plaza, enlarged cultural center,
additional greenways and walking/biking paths, a modern
baseball facility suitable for regional and national tournaments,
and many others. For $50.00 per year per $100,000.00 property
value, we could provide adequate funding. This would be a tax
deductible expense also.

This, of course, is the beginning of our discussions to
realize a vision. To reach the status of other communities
that have enjoyed success, rate of growth and have
become the envy of other communities. Next month
we will go into more detail of the specific projects and
the method of financing. Nobody likes taxes or fees,
but to see great things happening in Columbia County

is exciting.

We have had several inquiries regarding
the purchase and dedication of park benches
and/or plaques at Columbia County’s Memorial

Wall. | have included that information below:

To purchase a bench: please call David Wicker at (706) 312-7194

or email him at dwicker@columbiacountyga.gov.

To purchase a plague for MILITARY MEMORIAL WALL, Please
call John Paul Stout at (706) 312-7374 or email him at Jstout@

columbiacountyga.gov .

The dedication plaques will be 11.25” x 3" in size. Once
approved and verified, a dedication plaque would be produced

and affixed to the designated area on the Memorial Wall.

COLUMBIA COUNTY SCHEDULE

OF MEETINGS FOR MAY 2016

Board of Commissioners Meetings
Building A Auditorium, 630 Ronald Reagan Drive, Evans, GA
Tuesdays May 3rd and 17th, 6:00pm
Tuesdays June 7th and 21st, 6:00pm

Board of Commissioners Committee Meetings
Management & Internal Services and Development &
Engineering Services

Building A Auditorium, 630 Ronald Reagan Drive, Evans, GA
Tuesday, May 10th, 8:30am

Public Works Services and Community and Emergency
Services

Appling Courthouse, Appling, GA
Tuesday, May 24th, 8:30am

Management & Internal Services and Development &
Engineering Services

Building A Auditorium, 630 Ronald Reagan Drive, Evans, GA
Tuesday, June 14th, 8:30am

Public Works Services and Community and Emergency
Services

Building A Auditorium, 630 Ronald Reagan Drive, Evans, GA
Tuesday, June 28th, 8:30am

Columbia County Planning Commission Meetings
Building A Auditorium, 630 Ronald Reagan Drive, Evans, GA
Thursdays May 5th and 19th, 6:00pm

Thursdays June 2nd and 16th, 6:00pm

Columbia County
Development Advisory Board

Building A Auditorium,
630 Ronald Reagan Drive,

Evans, GA
Monday, June 13th, 4:00pm




MAY 2016

Date Time Program Description
Mon. start May 16 10:30AM Child Enrichment Children Join us for stories, songs, dancing & the coolest crafts around. No registration required. Euchee Ck
Mon., Wed., & 10:15AM Toddlers Class Children ToddlerTime is for children 2-3 years old. No registration required. Evans
Thurs., start May 23
Mon., Wed., & 1AM Preschool Time Children Preschool Time is for children 3-5 years old. No registration required. Evans
Thurs., start May 23
Tues. start May 24 10:15& 11AM Baby & Me Children Calling all babies! Bring your littlest ones to this class made just for them! Evans
Tues. through 10:30 AM or ESL Classes Adults Free English Language classes are now offered at the Evans Branch. Evans
May 17 6PM
Tues. through 10:30AM Child Enrichment All Age Join us for stories, songs, dancing & the coolest crafts around. No registration required. Harlem
May 17 Children
Tues. start May 17 10:30AM Baby & Me Children Baby & Me Class is for children under 2 years old. No registration required. Euchee Ck
&Jes.ﬁThurs. start 4:30 PM Afternoon Adventures Children Stories, songs, dancing & the coolest crafts around. No registration required. All ages. Evans
ay
May 2 4PM Young Makers Program Children This new Maker Space program is geared especially for children ages 8-12. Evans
May 2 5:30 PM YA Craft Night Teens Join us to create Stained Glass Sharpie Art. Euchee Ck
May 2 5:30 PM Super Novas Children Call 706-556-0594 for details about this month's craft. Euchee Ck
May 2 6:30 PM Adult Coloring Adults You've seen the trend, now try it! Join us for a relaxing hour of coloring. Evans
May 4 12PM Adult Coloring Adults You've seen the trend, now try it! Join us for a relaxing hour of coloring. Evans
May 5:30 PM Puppet Show Children Join us for a creative retelling of the Three Little Pigs! Recommended ages: 3 & up. Evans
May 9 7PM Pub Fiction Book Club Adults May's selection is Where'd You Go Bernadette by Maria Semple. Meet at Pizza Central in Evans. Pizza Central, Evans
May 10 4PM Beginner's Guitar Class Teens Up to 6 guitars available for use if students do not have one. This program is for ages 11-18. Registration is required. Evans
May 11 & 18 10AM-3:30 PM (120&mzp)uter Boot Camp (Parts Adults Are computers a mystery? This is the class for you! Call 706-863-1946 ext 4 to register. Evans
May 12 1:00 PM golumbia County Genealogical Adults Whether you're just staring out or you're an expert on your family tree, this is the club for you! Euchee Ck
ociety
May 12 4PM Teen Book Club Teens The May selection is Catching Fire by Suzanne Collins. Harlem
May 12 6PM Social Security Filing Adults Are you confused about filing for Social Security? Call 706-863-1946 ext 4 to register. Evans
May 13 3:00 PM Genealogy Club Adults Join us to learn the basics of finding your roots. Registration required call 706-863-1946 ext 4. Evans
May 15 3:30PM Medicare 101 Adults Do you have questions about Medicare? We have answers. Evans
May 16 & 26 4PM Maker Space Teens Teens under staff quidance while using library equipmentincluding CAD software, development software, a 3D scanner,a 3D printer, soldering Evans
equipment, & general electronics tools. (ages 13-18)
May 16 6:30 PM Mon. Night Book Discussion Adults Our May selection is The Shadow of the Wind by Carlos Ruiz Zafon. Evans
May 18 4PM Genealogy Club Adults Join us to learn the basics of finding your roots. Registration required call 706-863-1946 ext 4. Harlem
May 19 11:30AM Brown Bag Book Discussion Adults The May selection is Going after Cacciato by Tim O'Brien. Evans
May 19 4PM Harlem Book Club Adults The May selection is Midnight In the Garden of Good & Evil by John Berendt. Harlem
May 20 11:30AM Medicare 101 Adults Do you have questions about Medicare? We have answers. Evans
May 21 10AM-3:30PM | Intro to Leadership Leder:s & What does it take to be an effective leader? Call 706-863-1946 ext 4 for details & registration. Evans
ults
May 23 All Day Summer Reading Begins All Ages Children, teens, & adults can make a commitment to summer reading. The program runs May 23 through July 15. All Branches
May 23 5:30 PM YA Game Night Teens Teens can join us for games & fun. Registration required Euchee Ck
May 24 10:30AM Reptile Show Children Joins us & meet wildlife with scales or shells! By Savannah River Ecology Lab. Harlem
May 24 2:30 PM Therapy Dogs Children Come learn how these wonderful dogs perfom tricks & also how they become therapy dogs Euchee Ck
May 25 10AM Word 101 Adults Learn the basics of Microsoft Word. Call 706-863-1946 ext 4 for details & registration. Evans
May 25 1:30 PM Power Point 101 Adults Learn the basics of Microsoft Power Point Call 706-863-1946 ext 4 for details & registration. Evans
May 25 2:00 PM or Reptile Shows Children Joins us & meet wildlife with scales or shells! Due to heavy demand for this show, we are offering two times. Recommended Evans
3:00 PM ages: 3 &up.
May 26 10:30AM On the Same Page Bookclub Adults The May selection is Bridge To Haven by Francine Rivers. Euchee Ck
May 26 4PM Cookbook Club Adults Bring your favorite recipe from a friend! Harlem
May 26 5:00-7 PM Evans Branch 10th Anniversary Allages Join us to celebrate 10 years at the Evans branch with programs, prizes, refreshments, & more! Evans
Celebration
May 26 6PM Long Term Care & Estate Planning | Adults Learn the basics of long-term care & estate planning. Call 706-863-1946 ext for details & registration. Evans
May 28-30 All Day II;II Libraries Closed for Memorial All'libraries closed for Memorial Day. All Branches
ay
May 31 10:30 AM Magic Show with Chad Crews Children Join us for a spectacular performance by Chad Crews! Harlem
May 31 2:30PM Magic Show with Chad Crews Children Join us for a spectacular performance by Chad Crews! Euchee Ck
May 31 6:30 PM Magic Show with Chad Crews Children Join us for a spectacular performance by Chad Crews! Recommended ages: 3 &up. Evans




JUNE 2016

Date Time Program Description Branch
June1 1AM Stories & Crafts Children Ourfriends from the Morris Museum of Art will share a special story & craft. Recommended ages: 3 &up. Evans
June1 12PM Doodle Hour Adults You've seen the trend, now try it! Join us fora relaxing hour of coloring. Evans
June1 2PM Therapy Dogs Children Join the local therapy dog group to get tips & see tricks! Evans
June1 2:30PM Archery Program Children Basicarchery class in partnership with Columbia County UGA Extensions Dept, 4-H. Ages 8 &up only please. Harlem
June5 2:30PM Local Author Group Therapy Adults Are you a current or aspiring author? Join us for this fun & supportive group. Evans
June 6 4PM Young Makers Program Children This program is geared for children ages 8-12. Kids leam about science, engineering, &design Evans
Juneé 5:30PM YA Craft Night Teens Join us fora fun craft for teens. Call 706-556-0594 for details. Euchee Ck
June6 5:30PM Super Novas Children Kids can learn through hands-on play atthis fun club. Call 706-556-0594 for details. Euchee Ck
Juneé 6:30PM Doodle Hour: Adults You've seen the trend, now try it! Join us for a relaxing hour of coloring. Evans
June7 10:30AM Fiddlin' Dan the Mountain Man Children Enjoy interactive stories & music with a North Georgia flair! Harlem
June7 2:30PM Fiddlin' Dan the Mountain Man Children Enjoy interactive stories & music with a North Georgia flair! Euchee Ck
June7 6:30PM Fiddlin' Dan the Mountain Man Children Enjoy interactive stories & music with a North Georgia flair! Evans
June8 2PM Reading with the Green Jackets! Children Join us for a reading with the Green Jackets baseball players! Autographs encouraged. Ages: 3 &up. Evans
June9 1PM Columbia County Genealogical Soc. Adults Whether you're just staring out oryou're an expert on your family tree, this is the club for you! Euchee Ck
June9 4PM Factionless Fun Teen Book Club Teens The June selection is Mockingjay by Suzanne Collins. Harlem
June9 6PM Money Management Adults Do you need help learning to track your finances? This is the class for you. Call 706-863-1946 ext 4. Evans
June 10 11:30AM Senior Studies 101 Lunch & Leam Adults Join us fora different senior studiies topic each month. Call 706-863-1946 ext. 4 for registration. Evans
June 11 10AM Keep Calm & Coupon On Adults Have you wondered about saving money with coupons? Join this fun group to share tips & compare ideas. Euchee Ck
June11&25 12PM Saturday Chess Club Allages Saturday Chess Club has no age limits &registration required. Euchee Ck
June13 3PM Genealogy Club Adults Join us to learn the basics of finding your roots. Registration required by calling 706-863-1946 ext 4. Evans
June13 5:30PM Movie Night Children Get readly for a fun family movie &light snacks. Call 706-556-0594 for details. Euchee Ck
June13 7PM Pub Fiction Book Club Adults Join us fora new kind of book club at Pizza Central in Evans. The June selection is Going Postal by Tery Prachet. Pizza Cent. Evans
June 14 10:30AM Magician & Ventriloquist Children Wiatch as Keith Karnok, ventriloquist & teacher, brings puppets o lfe! Harlem
June 14 2:30PM Magician & Ventriloquist Children Watch as Keith Karnok, ventriloquist & teacher, brings puppets o life! Euchee Ck
June 14 6:30PM Magician &Ventriloquist Children Watch as Keith Kamok, ventriloquist & teacher, brings puppets tolife! Recommended ages: 3 &up. Evans
June 14 4PM Beginner's Guitar Class Teens Upto 6 quitars available for use if students do not have one. This program is for ages 11-18. Regis. s required. Evans
June15 2PM Stories & Crafts Children Ourfriends from the Morris Museum of Art will share a special story & craft. Recommended ages: 3 & up. Evans
June 16 11:30AM Brown Bag Book Discussion Adults The June selection is An Instance of the Fingerpost by lain Pears. Evans
June 16 1AM AdultTime Out Adults Wantto relax & socialize while creating a craft? Thisis the dlass for you. Call 706-556-0594 for info. Euchee Ck
June 16 12:30PM ArtTherapy Class Adults Letyour creativity soar & your stress go away with this crafty class. Euchee Ck
June 16 4PM Harlem Book Club Adults The June selection is Dark Comers by Ruth Rendell. Harlem
June20 4PM Maker Space (ages13-18) Teens Teens under staff guidance while using library equipment including CAD software, development software, a 3D scanner,a 3D printer, soldering Evans
equipment, & general electronics tools.
June20 6PM Monday Night Book Discussion Adults The June selection is Leaving Berlin by Joseph Kanon. Evans
June21 10:30AM Children’s Movie Matinée Children Call 706-556-9795 for movie details! Harlem
June21 2:30PM Reptile Shows Children Joins us & meetwildlife with scales or shells! Euchee Ck
June 22 2PM Action books with The Book Tavern Children Join us for a superactive time with your favorite local book store! Recommended ages: 3 & up. Evans
June23 10:30AM On the Same Page Bookclub Adults Call 706-556-0594 for details & the June selection. Euchee Ck
June23 3:30PM Maker Space (ages 13-18) Teens Teens under staff guidance while using library equipment including CAD software, development software, a 3D scanner,a 3D printer, soldering Evans
equipment, & general electronics tools.
June23 6PM Archery Program Children Basicarchery class in partnership with Columbia County UGA Extensions Dept, 4-H. Ages 8 &up only please. Evans
June23 6PM Understanding Life Insurance Options Adults Thereisn'ta one-size-fits-all solution to life insurance. Leam aboutyour options in this class. Evans
June27 5:30PM YAGame Night Teens Teens can join us for games &fun. Registration required Euchee Ck
June28 10:30AM Therapy Dogs Children Join the local therapy dog group to get tips &see tricks! Harlem
June28 2:30PM Archery Program Children Basicarchery class in partnership with Columbia County UGA Extensions Dept., 4-H. Ages 8 & up only please. Euchee Ck
June 28 4PM Guitar Club Teens Meet o discuss &share guitar tips, techniques, advice, etc. Ages 110 18. Evans
June29 2PM YA Craft- Kumihimo Bracelts Teens Teens can leam to craft beautiful woven bracelets in this class. Registration is required by calling 706-556-9795. Harlem
June29 2PM BunnyTrail, Meet Reggie Reader! Children Meet our pet rabbit & learn about his favorite place, the library! Evans

VISIT US TODAY! www.ColumbiaCountyGa.gov




STORM WATER

Clean water. A healthy environment. Economic prosperity.
Community well being. These are the driving forces
behind what Columbia County Stormwater does.

The mission of Stormwater Utility is to promote and protect
the health, safety, and welfare of the public. Eliminating
pollution contained in storm water runoff is considered

the most efficient and cost effective method of reducing
pollution in natural water bodies. Only RAIN and clean
water should be going down a storm drain. All other things
may cause pollution, harm aquatic life, or cause flooding.

Our expert maintenance workers find many undesirable
things put into the storm drains that can pollute our natural
water bodies. This is considered illegal dumping. Some
examples of what they find daily are: plastic bags full of pet
waste, trash, oil, chemicals, fertilizers, pesticides, car wash
detergents, shrubs and leaves.

How can you help? Do not throw things down the drains!
Find a waste receptacle to dispose of things. You may not
think you make a big difference however it all adds up.
Everything we do to nature changes it forever. Do not let
things flow down the storm drain unless it is clean water.
This includes leaves, grass & soil. Why? Because foliage
and sediment builds up in urban waters and can
adversely affect aquatic life and water quality.

% * %]
LAST DAY TO T
REGISTER TO VOTE

The Columbia County Board of Elections would
like to remind everyone that ~ Tuesday, April 26,
2016 is the last day to register to vote in the May
24, 2016 General Primary and Nonpartisan General
Election.

Columbia County voters can register from 8 a.m. to

5 p.m. at our office, located at 500 Faircloth Drive
Building E in Evans, use the "GA Votes" app or online
at www.mvp.sos.ga.gov.

Absentee ballots are already available by written
request for the elections, in Democratic, Republican
and Nonpartisan versions. Advance voting starts
Monday, May 2, 2016.

We encourage all voters to confirm their registration
and view sample ballots by visiting— www.mvp.sos.

ga.gov.

UTILITY DEPT.

THE RIVER IS CLOSER
THAN YOU THINK!

COLUMBIA COUNTY

Dispose of trash properly.
Find a waste receptacle to throw trash into.
Don't litter.

Do not let soaps or chemicals reach the storm
drains. Limit use & go green with low
phosphate soap.

Pet waste- fecal bacteria —causes lower water
quality! Pick up after pets and dispose of waste
in trash cans.

Saturday May 7, 2016
CommunITY SHRED DAY AL
Columbia County Recycling Centers:
1960 William Few Parkway, 3 Dolphin Way, Evans

Grovetown (behind Riverside Elementary)

Free Paper Shredding Crayon Recycling E-Waste Recycling

Erayin

INITIATIVE

NO LIMIT!

Free Hard Drive Destruction
3 ring binders, binder clips, check book (EVANS LOCATION ONLY)
covers, hanging file folders, laminated
paper, magazines, metal reinforced folders,
newspaper, plastic sheet protectors,
pre-shredded paper or trash.

$5.00 fee for CRT Monitors
8.

pound for TV's

AMOATA  precisionfle ( 1)COLUNBIA COUNTY et
EESTORAGE waSt l www.columbiacountyga.gov
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Saturday, May 14 ;

Lady Antebellum Pavilion

Evans Towne Center Park 7:30 PM
Free Admission ¢ Food ¢ Fun for All Ages
Tables of 8: $300, includes VIP Parking and 8 drink tickets

Thank You Spcnsors

—_——
AMERICAN FAMILY

—
COLUMBIA COUNTY
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Y DERMATOLOGY
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706.826.4705 | SOAugusta.org
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FRIDAY, MAY 13" Tl Toms

LADY ANTEBELLUM PAVILION @ EVANS TOWNE CENTER PARK
gates open at 6pm ° music begins at 7pm
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