
Many times, in looking ahead, we fail to recall all that has 

happened before. There have been many dreams and visions of 

ours in the past that have materialized. 

Early in 2003, we realized the major need for better fire 

service. Through much discussion, we tackled the problem of 

underfunded volunteer fire departments neglected by previous 

commissions and today, we have an excellent fire department, 

which lowered our ISO rating from a nine to four. Special thanks 

to Chief Cooper, Pam Tucker, and then Commissioner Steve 

Brown-a dream and vision realized.

Later that year, the new library began after several design changes 

and is now the most visited library in the CSRA. In the following 

year, we established the entire county as a no smoking county 

much to the delight of the American Cancer Society and the 

Board of Health-special thanks to Commissioner Tommy Mercer. 

We also envisioned a new Emergency Management building, 

Sheriff’s sub-station, a new Animal Control facility, a new Health 

Department, a new tag and tax office, a new recycle center, and 

a renovated Appling Courthouse.  All have been in service for 

several years.

A trip to Ft Lauderdale, Florida made me notice the very attractive 

and effective backlit street signs. It took a new county engineer to 

get it done, but we did, thanks to Matt Schlachter.  Even before 

I took office, I had a strong feeling that we needed our own 

Chamber of Commerce and our own Convention and Visitors 

Bureau. Through the assistance of those independent bodies, 

that has been obtained. We needed shopping opportunities 

badly; the Target Center, Home Depot, Wal-Mart, Lowes, and 

many others have arrived- thanks to Frank and Joe Mullins, 

Blanchard and Calhoun, Hull-Storey and others.  We needed 

additions to the area around I-20 and Lewiston Road. Welcome 

another Wal-Mart, Kroger, and several others-thanks again to 

Blanchard and Calhoun and the Carter family.

A vision of mine for several years has become the number one 

attraction for families of Columbia County and that is Evans Towne 

Center Park. It took several years to accomplish, but it is so nice to 

see all the family activities there. The concerts are great and the 

fireworks are unbelievable as was witnessed at “Thunder Over 

Evans” (thanks to Donnie Thompson and Andy Jones).  There is 

also as much satisfaction in seeing the usage every day of the 

week by walkers, runners, playground users, splash pad players, 

and loungers in the grass and on the benches-thanks to county 

staff and my fellow commissioners. A hospital for Columbia 

County and a “Downtown” for Evans are dreams that are well 

on their way. 

There are many more things that have been accomplished 

in the past few years and the total thanks must go to you, the 

citizens of Columbia County for you are the ones that funded all 

of these improvements. Your willingness to approve bond issues 

and SPLOST programs have made all of these items and more, 

possible. Your dreams and vision have made this county great! 

You have not only funded the “Quality of Life” projects but also 

the infrastructure that allows access. More has been accomplished 

in a shorter length of time here than anywhere in the state.

 So, why all of this bravado?

Last month, we talked briefly about attempting to expedite the 

recent dreams and vision of our citizens that was expressed in our 

“Vision 2035” study conducted as part of our ten year “Master 

Growth Management Plan” update. To be able to provide the 

amenities desired would be impossible without revenue beyond 

property taxes, which we will not raise. The most practical avenue 

is to issue capital improvement bonds and be able to provide 

these additions almost immediately. A few of the improvements 

that would be considered are:

•	 Several public parks similar, but slightly smaller than Evans 

	 Towne Center Park, in Martinez, Grovetown, and Riverwood;

•	 Completion of the Euchee Creek Greenway and the Lakeside 

	 Park off Blue Ridge Dr;

•	 A new library in downtown Grovetown;

•	 Expansion of the parking at Savannah Rapids Pavilion, Patriots 

	 Park and Blanchard Woods Park;

•	 Allow the Cultural Center to be enlarged to two  

	 thousand seats; 
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COLUMBIA COUNTY SCHEDULE
OF MEETINGS FOR JUNE & JULY 2016

We have had several inquiries regarding 
the purchase and dedication of park benches 

and/or plaques at Columbia County’s Memorial 
Wall.  I have included that information below:

To purchase a bench: please call David Wicker at (706) 312-
7194 or email him at dwicker@columbiacountyga.gov.  
To purchase a plaque for MILITARY MEMORIAL WALL, Please 
call John Paul Stout at (706) 312-7374 or email him at Jstout@
columbiacountyga.gov .

The dedication plaques will be 11.25” x 3” in size. Once ap-
proved and verified, a dedication plaque would be produced 
and affixed to the designated area on the Memorial Wall. 

Board of Commissioners Meetings
Building A Auditorium, 630 Ronald Reagan Drive, Evans, GA
Tuesday June 7th and 21st, 6:00pm
Tuesday July 5th and 19th, 6:00pm

Board of Commissioners Committee Meetings
Management & Internal Services and Development & 
Engineering Services
Building A Auditorium, 630 Ronald Reagan Drive, Evans, GA
Tuesday, June 14th, 8:30am

Public Works Services and Community and Emergency 
Services 
Building A Auditorium, 630 Ronald Reagan Drive, Evans, GA
Tuesday, June 28th, 8:30am

Management & Internal Services and Development & 
Engineering Services
Building A Auditorium, 630 Ronald Reagan Drive, Evans, GA
Tuesday, July 12th, 8:30am 

Public Works Services and Community and Emergency 
Services
Building A Auditorium, 630 Ronald Reagan Drive, Evans, GA
Tuesday, July 26th, 8:30am

Columbia County Planning Commission Meetings
Building A Auditorium, 630 Ronald Reagan Drive, Evans, GA
Thursday June 2nd and 16th, 6:00pm
Thursday July 7th and 21st, 6:00pm

The most frequently asked question today is, “where are 
we with the building of our new hospital”? 

As you know, the parent company of Doctors Hospital has 
filed suit to stop the building of our hospital. One suit has 
been thrown out and another is pending. Hopefully, it will 
be settled by this fall. Doctors Hospital thought we needed 
a hospital when they submitted their proposal, but since 
they were not selected they apparently have changed their 
mind. Tragically, if they are successful in their litigation, 
there will be no new hospital at all. Augusta University has 
the approval and is the only entity that can build. Hopefully, 
the courts will allow them to proceed. We need our own 
primary health provider.

•	 Provide a parking deck at the new Evans Plaza; 

•	 Completion of the multi-use trail from Evans Towne Park to  

	 the Savannah Rapids Pavilion;

•	 Expand Training Facilities for the Sheriff’s Office and  

	 Fire Department;

•	 Several storm water and transportation improvements.

This would be a major undertaking by the citizens of the county. It 

would advance the special requests by our citizenS by many years. 

Are we willing to accelerate once again our own dreams and 

visions? You may have the opportunity in November to be a part 

of this proposal. Next month we will have a detailed project list 

with project cost and detailed calculations of bond costs. We have 

done this many times before but are we ready for more additions 

to our long list of major improvement accomplishments?  I hope 

so. It is really special to see dreams and visions become reality. 
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Date Time Program Age Description Branch

Mondays thru July 11 10 am-12 pm Maker Mondays (Teen SRP) Teens Ages 11-18 can explore self-directed science, techonology, engineering, art, and math projects. Evans

Mondays thru July 11 10:30 AM Child Enrichment Children Join us for stories, songs, dancing and the coolest crafts around.  No registration required. Euchee Ck

Mondays, Wednesdays, and 
Thursdays thru July 14

10:15 AM Two-ddlers Class Children Toddler Time is for children 2-3 years old.  No registration required. Evans

Mondays, Wednesdays, and 
Thursdays  thru July 14

11 AM Preschool Time Children Preschool Time is for children 3-5 years old.  No registration required. Evans

Tuesdays thru July 12 10:15 & 11 AM Baby & Me Children Calling all babies!  Bring your littlest ones to this class made just for them! Evans

Wednesdays thru  July 13 10:30 AM Baby & Me Children Baby & Me Class is for children under 2 years old.  No registration required. Euchee Ck

Thursdays thru July 14 2:30- 5 PM Get in the (Video) Game! (Teen SRP) Teens Join us for afternoon video games for teens ages 11-18. Evans

Thursdays thru July 14 4:30 PM Afternoon Adventures Children Afternoon adventures is for all ages of children.  Stories, songs, dancing and the coolest crafts around.  No registration required. Evans

Fridays thru July 15 2:30- 5 PM Friday Movie Series (Teen SRP) Teens We'll show a different sports-themed movie each week.  For ages 11-18. Evans

June 1, 2016 12 PM Doodle Hour: Adult Coloring Adults You've seen the trend, now try it!  Join us for a relaxing hour of coloring. Evans

June 1, 2016 2 PM Therapy Dogs Children Join the local therapy dog group to get tips and see tricks! Evans

June 1, 2016 2:30 PM Archery Program Children Learn a new skill in this basic archery class! *Archery Class in partnership with Columbia County UGA Extensions Dept., 4-H.  Ages 8 & up only please. Harlem

June 3, 2016 10:30 AM Morris Museum of Art Children Our friends from the Morris Museum of Art will share a special story and craft.  Recommended ages: 3 & up. Euchee Ck

June 5, 2016 2:30 PM Local Author Group Therapy Adults Are you a current or aspiring author?  Do you need tips, tricks, or just venting about your work?  Join us for this fun and supportive group. Evans

June 6, 2016 6:30 PM Doodle Hour: Adult Coloring Adults You've seen the trend, now try it!  Join us for a relaxing hour of coloring. Evans

June 7, 2016 10:30 AM Fiddlin' Dan the Mountain Man Children Enjoy interactive stories and music with a North Georgia flair! Harlem

June 7, 2016 2:30 PM Fiddlin' Dan the Mountain Man Children Enjoy interactive stories and music with a North Georgia flair! Euchee Ck

June 7, 2016 6:30 PM Fiddlin' Dan the Mountain Man Children Enjoy interactive stories and music with a North Georgia flair! Evans

June 8, 2016 2 PM Reading  with the Green Jackets! Children Join us for a reading with the Green Jackets baseball players!  Autographs encouraged.  Recommended ages: 3 & up. Evans

June 9, 2016 4 PM Factionless Fun Teen Book Club Teens The June selection is Mockingjay by Suzanne Collins. Harlem

June 11, 2016 10 AM Keep Calm & Coupon On Adults Have you wondered about saving money with coupons?  Join this fun group to share tips and compare ideas. Euchee Ck

June 11 & 25, 2016 12 PM Saturday Chess Club All ages Saturday Chess Club has no age limits and registration required. Euchee Ck

June 13, 2016 3 PM Genealogy Club Adults Join us to learn the basics of finding your roots.  Registration required by calling 706-863-1946 ext 4. Evans

June 13, 2016 5:30 PM Movie Night Children Get ready for a fun family movie and light snacks.  Call 706-556-0594 for details. Euchee Ck

June 13, 2016 7:00 PM Pub Fiction Book Club Adults Join us for a new kind of book club at Pizza Central in Evans.  The June selection is Going Postal by Terry Prachet. Pizza Central, Evans

June 14, 2016 10:30 AM Magician &  Ventriloquist Keith Karnok Children Watch as Keith Karnok, ventriloquist and teacher, brings puppets to life! Harlem

June 14, 2016 2:30 PM Magician &  Ventriloquist Keith Karnok  Children Watch as Keith Karnok, ventriloquist and teacher, brings puppets to life! Euchee Ck

June 14, 2016 6:30 PM Magician &  Ventriloquist Keith Karnok  Children Watch as Keith Karnok, ventriloquist and teacher, brings puppets to life!  Recommended ages: 3 & up. Evans

June 14, 2016 4 PM Beginner's Guitar Class Teens We have up to 6 guitars available for use, but they cannot take it home with them.  This program is for ages 11-18.  Registration is required. Evans

June 15, 2016 2 PM Stories & Crafts Children Our friends from the Morris Museum of Art will share a special story and craft.  Recommended ages: 3 & up. Evans

June 16, 2016 11:30 AM Brown Bag Book Discussion Adults The June selection is An Instance of the Fingerpost  by Iain Pears. Evans

June 16, 2016 11 AM Adult Time Out Adults Need a break?  Want to relax and socialize while creating a craft?  This is the class for you.  Call 706-556-0594 for details about the June craft. Euchee Ck

June 16, 2016 4 PM Harlem Book Club Adults The June selection is Dark Corners by Ruth Rendell. Harlem

June 20, 2016 1:30-3:30 PM Medicare 101 Adults Do you have questions about Medicare?  We have answers.  Evans

June 20, 2016 6 PM Monday Night Book Discussion Adults The June selection is Leaving Berlin  by Joseph Kanon. Evans

June 21, 2016 10:30 AM Childrens Movie Matinee Children Call 706-556-9795 for movie details! Harlem

June 21, 2016 2:30 PM Reptile Shows Children Joins us and meet wildlife with scales or shells!  Euchee Ck

June 22, 2016 2 PM Action books with The Book Tavern Children Join us for a super active time with your favorite local book store!  Recommended ages: 3 & up. Evans

June 23, 2016 10:30 AM On the Same Page Bookclub Adults Call 706-556-0594 for details and the June selection. Euchee Ck

June 23, 2016 6 PM Archery Program presented Children Learn a new skill in this basic archery class! *Archery Class in partnership with Columbia County UGA Extensions Dept., 4-H.  Ages 8 & up only please. Evans

June 23, 2016 3:30 PM Maker Space (ages 13-18) Teens Teens will use library equipment including CAD software, development software, a 3D scanner, a 3D printer, soldering equipment, and general electronics tools. Evans

June 23, 2016 6 PM Archery Program presented Children Learn a new skill in this basic archery class! *Archery Class in partnership with Columbia County UGA Extensions Dept., 4-H.  Ages 8 & up only please. Evans

June 23, 2016 6 PM Understanding Life Insurance Options Adults There isn't a one-size-fits-all solution to life insurance.  Learn about your options in this class.  Evans

June 27, 2016 1:30-3:30 PM Medicare 101 Adults Do you have questions about Medicare?  We have answers.  Evans

June 27, 2016 5:30 PM YA Game Night Teens Teens can join us for games and fun.  Registration required Euchee Ck

June 28, 2016 10:30 AM Therapy Dogs Children Join the local therapy dog group to get tips and see tricks! Harlem

June 28, 2016 2:30 PM Archery Program Children Basic archery class! *Archery Class in partnership with Columbia County UGA Extensions Dept., 4-H.  Ages 8 & up only please. Euchee Ck

June 28, 2016 4 PM Guitar Club Teens Meet to discuss and share guitar tips, techniques, advice, etc.  Ages 11 to 18. Evans

June 29, 2016 2 PM YA Craft- Kumihimo Bracelets Teens Teens can learn to craft beautiful woven bracelets in this class.  Registration is required by calling 706-556-9795. Harlem

June 29, 2016 2 PM Bunny Trail, Meet Reggie Reader! Children Meet our pet rabbit and learn about his favorite place, the library! Evans

For a complete list of library programs, please visit gchrl.org

All programs are subject to change.  Call your local branch for details.  Evans: 706-863-1946  Euchee Creek: 706-556-0594  Harlem: 706-556-9795
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Date Time Program Age Description Branch

July 2-4, 2016 All Day All Libraries Closed for Independence 
Day

All Columbia County Libraries will be closed for Independence Day.  Book drops will be locked to prevent overfilling.  All Branches

July 6, 2016 12 PM Doodle Hour: Adult Coloring Adults You've seen the trend, now try it!  Join us for a relaxing hour of coloring. Evans

July 6, 2016 2 PM Teen Kumihimo Bracelets Part 2 Teens Teens can learn to craft beautiful woven bracelets in this class.  Registration is required by calling 706-556-9795. Harlem

July 7, 2016 2:30 PM Bunny Trail, Meet Reggie Reader! Children Meet our pet rabbit and learn about his favorite place, the library! Harlem

July 8-10, 2016 All Day Friends of the Library Book Sale All ages Find your new favorite book at a great price AND support the library service you use.  Evans

July 8, 2016 11:30 AM Senior Studies 101 Lunch and Learn Adults Join us for a different senior studies topic each month.  Call 706-863-1946 ext. 4 for registration. Evans

July 11, 2016 3 PM Genealogy Club Adults Join us to learn the basics of finding your roots.  Registration required by calling 706-863-1946 ext 4. Evans

July 11, 2016 7 PM Pub Fiction Book Club Adults Join us for a new kind of book club at Pizza Central in Evans.  The July selection is Thomas Jefferson and the Tripoli Pirates by Brian Kilmeade. Pizza Central, Evans

July 12, 2016 10:30 AM Fort Gordon Fish and Wildlife 
Nature Talk 

Children Learn about the wildlife that lives in our backyards with  experts from Fort Gordon. Harlem

July 12, 2016 2:30 PM Self Defense with the Columbia 
County Sheriff's Department

Children Children can learn the basics of self defense from friendly instructors with the Columbia County Sheriff's Department. Euchee Ck

July 12, 2016 4 PM Beginner's Guitar Class Teens Join us for drop-in guitar instructions.  We have up to 6 guitars available for use if students do not have one they can bring in, but they cannot take it home 
with them.  This program is for ages 11-18.  Registration is required.

Evans

July 13, 2016 2 PM Guided Story Walk Children Meet us in the park behind the library to go on a guided story walk!  Evans

July 14, 2016 1 PM Columbia County Genealogical 
Society

Adults Whether you're just staring out or you're an expert on your family tree, this is the club for you! Euchee Ck

July 14, 2016 4 PM Factionless Fun Teen Book Club Teens We haven't picked a July book yet, but we'd love your help choosing one.  Call 706-556-9795 for updates! Harlem

July 14, 2016 6 PM College Funding Adults Are you looking for ways to pay for your child's school?  Are you going back to school?  Join us to learn ways to fund that education.  Evans

July 15, 2016 2:30 PM Self Defense with the Columbia 
County Sheriff's Department

Children Children can learn the basics of self defense from friendly instructors with the Columbia County Sheriff's Department. Harlem

July 15, 2016 5-7 PM Summer Reading Celebration 
Carnival

All ages All ages are welcome for this fun-filled carnival.  Children and teens who completed the summer reading program will receive tickets for complimentary 
refreshments and games, and adults can purchase refrenshements.

Evans

July 18, 2016 1-3 PM Medicare 101 Adults Do you have questions about Medicare?  We have answers.  Evans

July 18, 2016 6:30 PM Monday Night Book Discussion Adults The July selection is  The Perfume Collector by Kathleen Tassaro. Evans

July 21, 2016 11 AM Adult Time Out Adults We'll be making a refrigerator magnet craft.  Call 706-556-0594 for details. Euchee Ck

July 21, 2016 11:30 AM Brown Bag Book Discussion Adults The July selection is The Little Paris Bookshop by Nina George. Evans

July 21, 2016 12 PM Art Therapy Class Adults When an hour of arts and crafts isn't enough, stick around after the Adult Time Out for even more creativitiy.  Euchee Ck

July 21, 2016 4 PM Harlem Book Club Adults The July selection is X  by Sue Grafton. Harlem

July 22, 2016 1-3 PM Medicare 101 Adults Do you have questions about Medicare?  We have answers.  Evans

July 25, 2016 5:30 PM YA Game Night Teens Teens can join us for games and fun.  Registration required Euchee Ck

July 26, 2016 4 PM Guitar Club Teens Meet to discuss and share guitar tips, techniques, advice, etc.  Ages 11 to 18. Evans

July 28, 2016 10:30 AM On the Same Page Bookclub Adults The July selection is The "N" Word by Tiana Laveen.  Euchee Ck

July 30, 2016 10 AM- 4 PM Local Author Event All ages Meet your new favorite author and find out about their work. Evans

All programs are subject to change.  Call your local branch for details.  Evans: 706-863-1946  Euchee Creek: 706-556-0594  Harlem: 706-556-9795

JULY 2016 For a complete list of library programs, please visit gchrl.org
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When approached with the right situation, we can all 
be susceptible to falling for a scam. Unfortunately, 
doing good and helping others, while noble, can 
make us targets of scammers and fraudsters.

ESTIMATED ANNUAL COST OF SCAMS 
IN THE U.S. IS AROUND $50 BILLION*
We shouldn’t stop being kind or giving, but learning the “red 
flags” of scams and practicing safe habits may keep you, or 
someone you love, from becoming a statistic.

LOTTERY SCAM 
The promise of a big win is hard to resist.  A “red flag” of a 
lottery scam is the requirement to send money to release the 
funds or pay taxes and fees.

PERSON -IN- NEED SCAM 
Receiving a frantic phone call that involves a person in 
need can cause panic and confusion. Create a “red flag” by 
making sure family members can recognize these scams.

The Mystery Shopper Scam 
You may have seen these incentives. A “company” offers you 
the opportunity to be hired as a paid mystery shopper. They 
tell you they will send you money to purchase merchandise 

from a store 
and evaluate 
the service you 
receive. When 
you get the 
check, you’ll discover it’s for more money than it should 
be. The scammer will then ask you to send or wire back a 
portion of the money to them – before you cash the check. 
The check will almost certainly turn out to be a fake, and 
once you have sent the money, there is no way to recover the 
funds sent to them.

The Check or Money Order Scam 
This con works in reverse to the usual money transfer 
scheme. Here, someone sends you a check or money order 
to pay for something you are selling.  But the indication of a 
scam becomes evident when the buyer “accidentally” sends 
you an amount more than the purchase price.

They will then try to convince you to deposit the check or 
money order, and simply send a money transfer containing 
the extra amount back to them.  In most cases, the check 
turns out to be counterfeit, and the scammer makes off with 
the amount you sent back.

SCAMS 
DON’T FALL FOR THEM!
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